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wELCOME 
BACK!

Welcome to Issue 3 of the Dominion Dispatch! It's been a 
very busy winter so far, with Steampunk Canada making 
appearances at a number of conventions and events, and 
planning for the Canadian National Steampunk Exhibition 
picking up a healthy head of steam.

This issue sees a continuation in the trend towards more and 
more book reviews, which is helped by free review copies 
from Pyr/Prometheus Books. Pyr, you have our deepest 
thanks. 

We are also always looking for reviews of other media, 
such as music and movies, so please don't hesitate to send 
them in! 

Has your group recently had an event of some sort? Send us 
your photos! Let's show the rest of the world how Canada 
does “Steampunk” from the west coast to the east.

All submissions can be sent to 
dominiondispatch@gmail.com

cheers,
Adam Smith

Dominion Dispatch editor-in-chief

P.S. Apologies if it appears that this issue of the Dispatch 
was assembled in a linear fashion... it was. I'm still 

wrestling with an open source 
word processor rather than a 
real desktop publishing 
program, and it doesn't always 
behave! So sadly, the double 
column format was sacrificed 
for expediency. With luck it 
will be back next issue.
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submission guidelines
The Dominion Dispatch is the official newsletter 
for Steampunk Canada 
(http://www.steampunkcanada.ca/). We are 
interested in publishing articles of interest to our 
Canadian Steampunk audience, and we'll read 
everything sent to us! However, there are some 
important considerations to keep in mind:

•While we would consider a large multi-page 
submission or serialization, it would have to be 
of exceptional quality. Far more likely chosen 
for inclusion would be an article of 400 to 500 
words. Keep it tight if you can.

•We are interested in “how-to” articles on 
costuming, props building, mad-science 
projects, modelling, photography, reviews of 
events, books, music, shows and conventions... 
anything and everything of interest to the 
Steampunk today! Extra consideration is given 
to articles with a distinctly Canadian and/or 
British Colonies flavour.

•Article submissions will be accepted by 
electronic means only at this time. Text must be 

unformatted! We can read most document file formats. Do not send PDF files.

•Photographs are a welcome accompaniment to article submissions! Please caption all photos included in a submission. 
It needs to be said again: do not send PDF files.

•We cannot guarantee we will use your article! We will read it though.

The legal bits...
•By submitting material, you acknowledge that you are legally entitled to distribute the work and to allow it to be 
redistributed. (If you are a book publisher or public relations firm with copy to distribute, please include a note to that 
effect at the top of the article you submit.) 
•We reserve the right to edit submitted articles for brevity and/or clarity.
•We reserve the right to republish submissions in subsequent issues, online, or in any other form, with appropriate 
credit given. However, the copyright remains with the original author, and they are free to submit their work elsewhere.
•We reserve the right to change the format of the publication at any time.
•We do not pay for submissions, written or otherwise.

Send your submissions to dominiondispatch@gmail.com
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BOOK REVIEWS
Book review by Lee Ann Farruga

The Strange Affair of Spring Heeled Jack 
by James Hodder

To say I enjoyed this book would be an 
understatement.  It was complex, thrilling, hilarious, 
outrageous and addictive.

The simple story, within the folds of madness, is that 
of a man trying to find his place in the world.  The 
author, Mark Hodder, then adds layers upon layers of 
rich characters, mad science and warped history.

The main character, Captain Sir Richard Burton, is a 
man with scars, both physical and psychological. He 
is the proverbial tall, dark and handsome scientist and 
adventurer who is also a master of disguise and 
languages.  When his long time friend, and recent 
enemy, shoots himself it seems to begin a chain 
reaction that changes the course of his life, but other 
forces are at work. His adventure begins with his 
strange encounter with Spring Heeled Jack and gets 
more absurd when he is recruited by royalty into a 
position created just for him and his unique talents.

Sir Burton's best friend and ally is Algernon 
Swinburne.  A small, wiry man with crazy red hair 
and a penchant for alcohol.  He is a poet who likes 
the occasional good spanking. At his very core he is a 
loyal friend and an enthusiastic sidekick.  In short, he 
is crazy and brilliant and I love this character.  

They begin to investigate one mystery, to find that there are actually two and they are the same one.  Confused?  Good! 
The Strange Affair of Spring Heeled Jack is only one piece of a huge puzzle within the story that is wonderfully 
enjoyable.  While the tale is dark, and at times brutal, it is also filled with heroism, humour and many wonders on a 
grand scale.

After reading The Strange Affair of Spring Heeled Jack I quickly went online to search for more adventures with 
Burton and Swinburne.  To my delight, I found that they will return in The Curious Case of the Clockwork Man due to 
be released March, 2011.  

HAND-HEWN NEWS FROM THE NORTH
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The Peshawar Lancers  by S. M. Stirling
Roc Books, 2002
 
Reviewed by M. L.  Weinhold

 A Note: Many fine works of steampunk fiction 
have been published in the past year or two, but 
there are many excellent books from further in the 
past which are lesser known. I seek to rectify this 
by recommending an older novel which I quite 
enjoyed.

The literary genre of steampunk is commonly 
conceived as being Victorian -- usually both British 
and set in the 19th century. The Peshawar Lancers 
is neither of these, and yet remains, for me, a 
marvelous example of what steampunk literature 
can be.

 The alternate history of this  novel's world is 
meticulously planned, to the point that it 
approaches plausibility. After a devastating minor 
ice age in the mid-nineteenth century, the British 
Isles became inhospitable and food ran short, 
forcing a young Queen Victoria to relocate the 
population to a warmer region of her empire: India. 
Most of the novel takes place here, and the author 
never misses an opportunity for a vivid description 
of the scenery.

Lancers  is set in the year 2025, by which point the 
world has recovered from the disaster, though 
effects are still evident, such as in the slowing of 
technological advancement. Airships, motorcars, 
and massive Babbage engines are the pinnacles of 
modern science. Former nations have either joined together, or conquered more hospitable areas in order to survive. 
The dominant world power is the former British Empire, now called the Angrezi Raj. The interweaving of Indian and 
British culture is worth noting -- thoughtfully done, certain to appeal to anyone interested in a more multicultural 
approach to steampunk.

The story centres on a plot by the Russian Empire to take down the Raj. Guided by prophetic dreamers, the Russians 
seek to assassinate key individuals whose deaths will lead to the eventual downfall of the Raj. Athelstane King, a 
cavalry officer, and his sister Cassandra, a respected scientist, discover this plot while investigating the failed attempts 
against their own lives. Aided by a variety of well-developed supporting characters, they embark on a mission to stop 
the Russian plot and save the Angrezi Raj. Various escapades ensue.

I found Lancers to have a wonderful historical-adventure atmosphere. Those readers who delight in depth of emotion 
HAND-HEWN NEWS FROM THE NORTH
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and complex psychological drama may be 
disappointed, but those who like espionage, 
cunning plans, and energetic action scenes will 
surely be captivated. What the novel lacks in 
moral complexity and literary depth, it 
compensates for with an engaging and fast-paced 
plot, striking characters, and a breathtaking fight 
aboard an airship carrying both the Royal Family 
and explosives. 

The Buntline Special by Mike Resnick

Review by Lloyd Penney

Mike Resnick is a prolific and much-honoured 
SF writer, and he knows what’s happening in the 
field. With that in mind, The Buntline Special is, 
to the best of my knowledge, his first venture into 
steampunk fiction. And, he’s tried out perhaps a 
newer part of that sub-genre, weird western 
steampunk.

Now, I’ve not read as much steampunk as I’d 
like, but there seem to be many famous people 
from the past who show up in steampunk stories 
as characters. Wells, Verne, Tesla…one might 
think that these folks did more in fiction now 
than they did in their own lifetimes. The 
characters in this new Resnick book need no 
introduction for the same reasons. In this 
alternate timeline, the cast of characters include 
none other than Thomas Alva Edison, plus the 
Earps, Clantons, McLaurys, and other 
participants in the Shootout at the OK Corral, 
plus other old Western figures like Johnny Ringo 
and Bat Masterson. Throw in helpings of magic, steampunk, Edisonian steam tech, and a couple of zombies, and now 
you can see what’s happening in this strange novel.

The United States’ western border is at the Mississippi River, thanks to the strong magic of the native Indians and their 
medicine men, and the government sends Thomas Edison to find out if his advanced scientific knowledge can 
counteract that magic. Seeing that Edison is an important Easterner, he’s guarded by a couple of important Westerners, 
namely Wyatt, Morgan and Virgil Earp. This is where the story starts, and Edison is inserted into the conflict of 
Tombstone and OK Corral and the surrounding magic Indian territories, especially the offbeat conflict in this alternate 
timeline. Edison, who in this story has an artificial eye and prosthetic arm, made by his companion and manufacturer of 
his grand ideas, Ned Buntline, who has created a super-strong and super-light brass that has allowed electrical lights, 
horseless carriages and much more onto the streets of Tombstone.

The story starts with characters that are near-stock characters, and there’s the assumption that we know who these 
HAND-HEWN NEWS FROM THE NORTH
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people are. With this in mind, there’s the initial feeling that this is a media tie-in book; there’s no character development 
because there doesn’t need to be; we know the Earps and Clantons and Tom Edison. That does allow more time to 
create the setting and plot of the story. It took a while to grow on me; it seemed a little formulaic, the dialogue seemed 
stilted, and in the first few chapters, I felt that the characters were being marched onto the stage, and paraded in front of 
the readers.

Once the setting is established, and why the characters are assembled, it’s easy to see the imagination behind it all, but 
the storyline does drag a little bit. Sometimes, there’s more characters talking to each other than actual action, but that’s 

more the dialogue pushing the plot to its 
conclusion. It’s also too easy for the plot to 
advance; Edison is asked for something 
miraculous, and soon, he’s a miracle worker. 
In most instances, he and Ned just happened 
to have a working prototype in the 
backroom. The dialogue is actually pretty 
good, and a little spicy here and there, but 
there’s just too much of it. Eventually, the 
story comes to its apex, and it’s been 
interesting enough, but I guess I wanted 
something a little more memorable. There 
might even be a sequel…the ending is one I 
certainly didn’t expect.

I think it’s a fairly good steampunk novel, 
lots of tech courtesy of Tom Edison and Ned 
Buntline, and they produce on demand. I 
haven’t read many Western novels, but I 
couldn’t detect much Western about it. 
Steampunk fans have proved that they can 
mix steampunk and the Wild, Wild West, 
and I think Mike Resnick gave it a good try, 
but didn’t quite succeed. He knows his stuff 
as a science fiction and fantasy writer; 
should he try Western steampunk again, I’m 
sure the second attempt will be better.

The Buntline Special by Mike Resnick is 
published by Pyr Books of Amherst, New 
York.

Ghosts of Manhattan by George 
Mann

Review by Amber Fenton

Ghosts of Manhattan is a book chock full of 
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excitement, suspense and mystery. George Mann takes you into his dark, exotic steam run version of the city of 
Manhattan. When reading his writing, it as if you are thrown into a comic book. All the details are there and it is as if 
the comic panels leap out of a page and into your mind's eye, but it still leaves free reign for your imagination to fill in 
how the characters may look and feel. 

One of the delights of the characters is that they add to the mystery of the story. Its got the feel of a gritty comic 
comparable to “Batman” and “The Watchmen” but adds a little bit of steampunk zest to its genera. There are elements 
he adds that you cannot get out a comic book which makes it a fantastic read, making it a mark of originality. Mann has 
you guessing on what will happen next as 
the story progresses deeper. Each time you 
find out one mystery, a new will come and 
take its place. 

Overall the book is an amazing read for 
those who are a lover of steampunk and 
comic books but need that feel of a novel 
this book is for you, for Ghosts of 
Manhattan truly bring steampunk's first 
true superhero.

Vampire Empire – Book One: The 
Greyfriar  by Clay & Susan 
Griffith 

Review by Lee Ann Farruga

Book One:  The Greyfriar is the first book 
in the Vampire Empire trilogy. We are 
introduced to  Princess Adele, heir to the 
throne of the Equatorian Empire, one of 
the great powers of the human world. She 
is taken prisoner by the vampire clan of 
London, the strongest clan since the Great 
Killing.  With the help of the mysterious 
Greyfriar, she must fight to return home 
alive before a great war erupts between the 
vampires and the humans.

Although I found the story somewhat 
formulaic, something I did find unexpected 
was the survival of the self-centered 
Senator Clark...I was so hoping to read of 
his demise. The characters themselves I 
found to be quite enjoyable.  Adele started 
out as a stereotypical princess, but she 
grew into her strength as she used her wits 
and training to survive each ordeal put 
before her.  The Greyfriar, being the noble 
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warrior, was at first very typical of the genre, but as the story progressed he became much more complex and 
endearing.  Senator Clark, being a warrior of opportunity, had very fluid standards throughout the story that changed 
depending on his chance to become a legend. He was loud and crass and I really did love to hate him. Both fathers – the 
Vampire King and the Emperor, were feeble men whose time had passed leaving the story open for the next generation 
to find it's place.  The cats, well they were just loveable, Pet in particular.

Adele's capture and subsequent travels took her back and forth across Europe and  I was quite surprised and pleased 
every time Malta was mentioned (family ties).  I do hope it has more of a part in the upcoming books of the trilogy. 
The Maltese are a strong and fierce people and I would love to see them fighting off vampires.

I also enjoyed the authors' take on vampire 
physiology.  The medical and psychological 
explanations were very simple and plausible 
and the story left room for it to be expanded 
upon further into the trilogy, and thank 
goodness they didn't sparkle.  As well, they 
introduced mysticism and magic as a possible 
weapon against the vampires,  but room was 
left for this to grow into a greater part of the 
future storyline. 

I would definitely recommend this book, in 
particular to a young adult audience.  I believe 
my girls will enjoy Adele's adventures very 
much.

T  he Horns of Ruin   by Tim Akers

Reviewed by Jessika Koeslag

I was asked to write a review for the steam-
punk novel “The Horns of Ruin” by Tim 
Akers. Of course, having not written anything 
substantial since highschool, and fully aware 
it was a genre I was interested in, but not all 
too familiar with, I jumped at the chance.

The story itself is rather engaging. I found 
myself having a hard time putting it down. 
Which is very frustrating when I do most of 
my reading at work. The main character, Eva 
Forge, is a total bitch. And that’s putting it 
nicely. But she’s the kind of total bitch that 
you wish you were. A born and bred “Shoot 
first, ask questions later, smack people who 
get in your way and get stuff done” kind of 
heroine. She manages to be charming by not 
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being charming at all. She kind of reminded me of Ellen Ripley in the second Alien movie. She also  very much re-
minded me of myself whenever I role-play a character.

I felt myself rooting for her every step of the way. The way of the warrior she has sworn herself to is completely obsol-
ete. She is a master of the blade in an era of point-and-shoot. A Paladin proficient with the blade, whereas everyone else 
is walking around with guns. She makes you long for the days where battle was a dance of skill and tactics, not just 

“ready, aim, fire.”  

I found the plot twist in the middle was rather 
predictable, but the way it was handled after the 
reveal was very enjoyable, as it still keeps the 
reader wondering wether or not the twist was in 
fact true. The ending, however, was too quick 
and left me wondering what happened to various 
characters, as well as what was to happen next. 
As well, the story didn’t really leave any major 
plot items left unfinished, so I doubt we’ll ever 
find out.

In my opinion, read Tim Akers’ “The Horns of 
Ruin.” The strength and speed of the story, and 
the Female lead, are more than enough to make 
you forget the little things left over, and it will 
make you want to enjoy it again and again.

Dover Publications

Rather than review a single book by a single 
author I have chosen to do a review on a 
publishing house. Why? The answer is simple, 
they do reproductions of out-of-print books from 
various historic time periods. Many long 
forgotten and obscure books from authors, it is 
understood said authors are deceased, whose 
published works have become public domain are 
thus brought to light again.

Dover Publications is a wonderful source of old 
books reprinted in modern bindings with 
updated forwards added. Their books are usually 

bound in soft cover thereby keeping the cost most reasonable. Some of the works reprinted are complete and 
unabridged, while other reprints are clearly marked as only a portion or excerpt of the original much larger complete 
work.

Below I have listed two of the titles that may be of interest to those pursuing the more Victorian side of Steampunk.

“A Victorian Housebuilders Guide”,  ISBN 0 486 25704 5
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Detailed drawings with specifications and vintage 
estimated costs for twenty Victorian buildings.

“A History of Costume”,  ISBN 0 486 21030 8
Detailed patterns for many articles of clothing up to and 
including the 19th century.

Visit the Dover web site 
http://store.doverpublications.com for a complete listing 
of publications. It makes for a pleasant lunchtime browse.

Isabel Beale, the tailor’s grandchild

Isabel_beale@neverwaresemporium.com 
http://www.neverwaresemporium.com
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Steamy Movies for 2011
A Peek at Some Films Coming Up in 2011 by 

Tim Ford

With a rather ho-hum season of films behind us for 2010, 
Steampunks across the country can look forward to some 
tantalizing North American releases in the new year:

Cowboys & Aliens
Steampunk often likes to cross over into the realm of 
another subgenre of science fiction, that at-times 
overlooked gem known as the Space Western.  Cowboys 
and Aliens is exactly what it sounds like:  Cowboys (and 
North American Natives) battling extra-terrestrial invaders. 
If that sounds hokey to you, you’re quite right.  There 
certainly will exist in this movie a radical suspension of 
disbelief, but that is where the genre can find its charm.  
Add to this promise of gratuitous adventure a cast 
including Harrison Ford, Daniel Craig, and Sam Rockwell, 
and you have the makings of a very, very good time.

To be released:  July 29, 2011.
Steamy Rating:  Three Babbage Points out of Five 
Analytical Engines

Sucker Punch
The plot of this film is about as escapist as it gets, for 
indeed that is the entire premise it rests on.  Emily 
Browning stars as a troubled young lady imprisoned 
at the Lennox House for the Mentally Insane.  In an 
act of rebellion, Browning’s character builds a 
fantastical world inside her head where she and 
several other sexy female companions wield a 
massive arsenal to battle their way free of their 
opressors. 

Okay, so it doesn’t exactly look Steampunk, but this 
Zack Snyder action-fest looks filled to the brim with 
all manner of stunning visuals and somewhere in that 

brilliant chaos there lurks elements of airships, clockworks, and – dare we say it – goggles.  
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To be released:  March 25, 2011.
Steamy Rating:  Three Corsets out of Five Crinolines

The Invention of Hugo Cabre  t  
If there is one movie on this list sure to stun beyond the 
others, it’s this one.  The Invention of Hugo Cabret is Martin 
Scorcese’s adaptation of the novel of the same name, 
published by Scholastic.  A semi-fictional account of the life 
of Georges Méliès (the French filmmaker who brought us the 
Jules Verne-esque A Trip to the Moon), The Invention of  
Hugo Cabret centers on a young boy living in a Paris train 
station who discovers a wind-up automaton.
Certain to become a classic amongst Steampunk enthusiasts 
if only for its obvious connections to the great Jules Verne, 
look for this to dazzle your perceptions of where our beloved 
genre can go.

To be released:  December 9, 2011.
Steamy Rating:  Five Resounding Pressure Regulators out 
of Five Boilers

Sherlock Holmes 2
A sequel was inevitable to the stunning hit of 2009, and 
fans will be happy to see that Robert Downey Jr. and Jude 
Law are returning in the lead roles of Holmes and Watson 
respectively.  Not much is known about the plot, but then 
who needs plot when we have heaping helpings of 
gentlemanly fisticuffs, gadgetry, and Victorian romance? 
And one word:  MORIARTY.

To be released:  December 16, 2011
Steamy Rating:  Four Mainsprings out of Five 
Pocketwatches
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Constructing A Simple 
Petticoat

Isabel Beale, the tailor’s grandchild
www.neverwaresemporium.com  contact: isabel_beale@neverwaresemporium.com

An indispensable item in a lady’s closet that gives every skirt that extra lift and 
swish. The finished petticoat sits at the waist and reaches to approximately the ankle 
bone. Constructed of three tiers it needs surprisingly little fabric to make.

First determine your personal length from waist to ankle. Divide by three for your 
tier measurement. Add one inch to each tier measurement for seam allowances and 
hem. Using 36 or 45 inch wide fabric cut out 9 panels the width of the fabric by your 
tier measurement. Cut out 2 more panels but add an extra 1.5 inches to the length.

Stitch the panels into closed bands, 6 for the bottom 3 for the middle and the 2 
largest ones for the top. The extra 1.5 inches is for the fold over waist band. Now 
ruffle one band onto the next in sequence, 6 panels at the bottom, 3 panels in the middle and the larger 2 at the top. 
Hem the bottom band, fold over the top into a casing of 1.5 inches approximately and insert elastic. The item is now 
ready to wear.

Here’s an example to help you figure out how much fabric you need. Based on a measurement of 36 inches from waist 
to ankle bone, this fits most women who stand 5 foot 4 and under. Waist and hip measurements are not really a concern 
as the first tier that covers both measures at least 65 inches around.

Based on either 36 or 45 inch wide fabric you need to cut 9 panels at 13 inches [1/3 of 36 plus 1 inch] and 2 panels at 
14.5 inches [1/3 of 36 plus 1 inch plus waist turnover of 1.5 inches] the entire width of the fabric. This works out to 
about 4.25 yards if you use only one type of fabric. 

I strongly recommend that you use a sewing machine to make this garment 
as the finished hem is over 7 yards around. I have made a material shopping 
list below and aside from a sewing machine you will need scissors, tape 
measure, straight pins and marking pen or chalk for tools. You can make the 
entire petticoat out of crinoline mesh or a light polyester sheer normally 
used for curtains to give lift without bulk. Putting trim around the hem such 
as ribbon will give extra swish and shape, which is quite helpful under 
heavier fabric skirts.

Shopping list

• Fabric 36 or 45 inches wide
• Elastic, 1 inch wide, waist measurement plus overlap
• Ribbon trim 8 yards or more
• Thread, 1 spool
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Chivalric Machinations
Joseph Hutt - Amidst the diverse archetypes that call ‘home’ our strange world of steam and smoke, the honor-bound 
knight of Arthurian renown retains the presence of a transient drifter. Does a sense of Arthurian chivalry have a place 
within Steampunk, or is it destined to reside, seldom sought, in the shady outskirts of our genre?
 
To be upfront, the knight errant is a few centuries away from being a nod to Victorian culture. Furthermore, it can be 
difficult to place such a figure of moral and religious purity into a setting so inherently dark and corrupt, where little 
faith can be afforded to the lords and God that King Arthur and his knights remained devoted to.
 
Although Steampunk has the capacity to scavenge such a reliquary; to resurrect and recreate it in innovative 
fabrication; to turn it into a tarnished paragon of order in a world plagued by soot; I’ve come across few characters who 
fit the bill. These few are Roland Deschain from Stephen King’s Dark Tower saga, Jeremiah Swakhammer from Cherie 
Priest’s Boneshaker, Duke Mad-thane from Koichi Chigira’s Last Exile, and Ian R. Macleod’s Lord of the red brick 
tower, from The Giving Mouth.

Wandering and questing in their less than perfect worlds, they subscribe to some vestige of fallen order, which keeps to 
the dystopic realities of Steampunk. Jeremiah, criminal turn wandering protector of a forsaken Seattle, Roland, the 
dispassionate and mysterious Gunslinger: they are not perfect, but they are far from villains.
 
Keeping them on this side of the light, or faint shadow, is chivalric virtue, best illustrated by Duke Mad-thane. The 
Duke’s resolve to uphold chivalry, to 
meet his enemies on even ground, and 
to give reprieve to the surrendered is his 
chivalric ideal. Such is a true test of 
one’s inner strength and resolve, when 
Steampunk makes use of an era where 
thousands can be killed with the push 
of a button, or slaughtered by mindless 
automata and weaponry that cannot 
comprehend mercy, technology used 
and accessible by both sides of the 
moral spectrum.
 
Regardless of the cause, there is a point 
where every hero can become a villain. 
There is no group so “evil” that they 
warrant eradication. Such actions 
border the Edisonade, the xenophobic 
predecessor to Steampunk. When that 
line is crossed, you get someone like the Ghost, the willing-to-kill Steampunk “superhero” from George Mann’s Ghosts 
of Manhattan. Should heroes be allowed to ignore chivalry and the complicated moralities of killing? when so close to 
the Ghost lies the Blood Spider, from Al E Wing’s Gods of Manhattan: the supposed Steampunk superhero, whose fight 
against crime turns out to be merely a mode for ethnic extermination.

A small leg on the Grail Quest that is Steampunk, I hope this at least inspires some thought and ponderations on this 
aspect I feel so crucial to our genre, and regrettably unsung.
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From April 29th to May 1st, 2011, 
Steampunk Canada presents the 
Canadian National Steampunk 

Exhibition (www.cnse.ca) in Markham, 
Ontario, Canada!

Join us for what we hope will be a 
display and exhibition of nothing but 
the very finest in Steampunk culture, 
literature and music for three days.
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Authors, dancers, performers, inventors, 
musicians, merchants, mad scientists and like-

minded souls from across Canada and the world 
will gather in one place for the first event of its 

type in Eastern Canada!

Registration and hotel reservation information is 
up on the website... registration prices go up after 

March 31st, and discount hotel rates are only 
available until April 7th. Don't delay and risk 

disappointment!

www.cnse.ca

HAND-HEWN NEWS FROM THE NORTH

http://www.cnse.ca/
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late breaking news!
MEDIA RELEASE
ctvmedia.ca/space

Acclaimed Digital Series RIESE: KINGDOM FALLING 
Crash Lands on SPACECAST.COM, March 7

– Series narrated by SANCTUARY’s Amanda Tapping and features Canadian sci-fi stalwarts Christine 
Chatelain, Ryan Robbins and Patrick Gilmore –

– Television broadcast premiere April 9 at 9 p.m. ET on SPACE –

To tweet this release: http://bit.ly/fhZkgw 

Toronto, ON (Jan. 31, 2011) – Beginning 
Monday, March 7, SPACECAST.com hosts the 
award-winning digital series RIESE: KINGDOM 
FALLING. Featuring a bevy of Canadian sci-fi 
talent, new mini-episodes of the 10-part series 
are set to stream on SPACECAST.com every 
Monday and Friday through to Friday, April 8. 
Also on the site, fans can log on throughout 
March for exclusive web interviews with the 
cast of the show. For those who want to see it 
all again, RIESE: KINGDOM FALLING airs in 
its entirety following the season finale of 
MERLIN on Saturday, April 9 at 9 p.m. ET, 
exclusively on SPACE. 

Canadian Christine Chatelain stars as the title 
character in RIESE: KINGDOM FALLING

Starring Canadian Christine Chatelain 
(Sanctuary), RIESE: KINGDOM FALLING is a 
fantasy-adventure steampunk web series that 
chronicles the life of a mysterious wanderer 
named Riese. A life-on-the-run from a world 
with a dim future, Riese and her trusted wolf 
companion, Fenrir, flee their dying land of 
Eleysia in search of freedom as they are 
hunted by assassins of The Sect, a terrifying 
religious entity. As she tries to piece together 
her mysterious past, Riese takes on a life and 
death journey with the balance and the fate of 
the world lying in the palm of her hands. 
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Narrated by genre icon Amanda Tapping (Sanctuary), RIESE features a cavalcade of Canadian talent from 
the world of popular speculative drama, including Ryan Robbins (Caprica), Patrick Gilmore (Stargate 
Universe), Alessandro Juliani (Battlestar Galactica), Sharon Taylor (Stargate Universe) and Ben Cotton 
(Harper’s Island). The 10-part web series and 2-hour telecast features other sci-fi mainstays including Allison 
Mack (Smallville) and Emilie Ullerup (Sanctuary).

Riese: Kingdom Falling is the first live action sci-fi web series to feature the genre steampunk - a sub-
genre of science fiction and fantasy that features anachronistic technology and design elements, often from 
Victorian-era Britain. The series won the Streamy Award for Best Cinematography in a Web Series with a 
further three nominations for Best Sound Design, Best Foreign Series and Art Direction. Shot in Vancouver, 
RIESE was created by Ryan Copple and Kaleena Kiff, and produced by Galen Fletcher and Nicholas 
Humphries.

SPACE is Canada’s national science fiction, horror and fantasy channel. SPACE is truly the boutique station 
for all those who dare to challenge their imagination (www.spacecast.com). SPACE is owned by CTV 
Limited, a division of CTVglobemedia, Canada's premier multimedia company.

SOCIAL MEDIA LINKS:
SPACE on Facebook
SPACE on Twitter
RIESE on Twitter

-SPACE-
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